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SUBJECT: MISCELLANY 

1 . THE LETTER TO "AVIATION WEEK AND SPACE TECHNOLOGY" 

WAS DELIVERED THIS AFTERNOON-JUST BEFORE, AS IT TURNS OUT 
THE DEADLINE FOR MATERIAL FOR NEXT WEEK'S ISSUE. I UNDER- 
STAND INCIDENTALLY THAT THE MAGAZINE INTENDS TO PRINT SOME 
OR ALL OF THE WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT, AND TO REBUT IT, 

SAYING THEY STAND BY THEIR SOURCES AND THEIR STORY. YOU 
MAY HAVE THOUGHT OF THIS, BUT I WONDER IF YOU WANT TO CON- 
SIDER ALSO ENERGIZING BUSH TO MAKE SOME SORT OF STATEMENT 
SAYING THAT HE, AS THE PURPORTED OBJECT OF PRESSURE, NEVER 
RECEIVED ANY. 

2. MCCLOSKEY HAD COINCIDENTALLY BEEN SCHEDULED TO HAVE 
LUNCH WITH GELB TODAY, AND DID SO. GELB'S ORIGINAL STORY 
AS SENT TO NEW YORK HAD A PARAGRAPH, WHICH THE EDITORS 
ELIMINATED, SAYING THAT OVER 2,000 COPIES OF THESE 
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THE FIVE TOWN MEETINGS. WE HAD LAST NIGHT TOLD GELB ABOUT 
THAT DISTRIBUTION, ABOUT THE WIDE LOCAL COVERAGE OF THE 
TOWN MEETINGS, AND ABOUT THE EARLIER BINDER STORY IN AN 
ATTEMPT TO SHOW HIM THAT THERE WAS LITTLE "NEWS" HERE. 

GELB GRUDGINGLY CONCEDED TO MCCLOSKEY THAT THE STORY DID 
NOT PRESENT A BALANCED VIEW OF THE MEMORANDA AND THAT THEY 
DID NOT, IN FACT, REPRESENT AN "INDICTMENT". THE ONLY 
REACTION AT THIS WRITING TO OUR STATEMENT ON THE GELB 
STORY HAS BEEN FROM AP, WHOSE MAN HERE LOOKED AT THE 
MEMORANDA AND COMMENTED THAT GELB WAS OFF BASE, AND THAT 
THE TOWN MEETINGS SOUNDED LIKE A VERY GOOD OPERATION. 

WE WILL, OF COURSE, IMMEDIATELY SEND YOU WHATEVER COMES 
OUT ON THIS. 

3. HAVE CONFIRMED THE EDITORIAL WRITERS CONVENTION, 

DINNER PLUS PANEL Q&A, FOR OCTOBER 2 AT HILTON HEAD. 

4. THE LETTER TO JEAN MAYER HAS BEEN DISPATCHED. 

5. SECRETARY RECEIVED IN THE MAIL TODAY A NEAT LITTLE 
BOOK OF POLICY AND ISSUES PAPERS PUT OUT BY THE NATIONAL 
REPUBLICAN CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE FOR USE BY CANDIDATES 
AROUND THE COUNTRY. THIS LITTLE BOOK- WHICH I AM HAPPY 
TO SAY IS BOUND IN BLUE RATHER THAN RED-CONTAINS ABOUT 
TWO DOZEN STATEMENTS ON FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES. I COULD 
NOT FIND ANY PROBLEM IN THESE PAPERS, AND INDEED SOME 
OF THE LANGUAGE LOOKS HAUNTINGLY FAMILIAR-MUCH LIKE 
SOME OF THE PAPERS PREPARED HERE WITH WHICH YOU ARE 
FAMILIAR. THE ONLY SIN OF OMISSION I COULD FIND WAS IN 

THE PANAMA CANAL PAPER, WHICH NEGLECTED TO POINT OUT THAT 
THESE DISCUSSIONS GO BACK TO 1964 AND ARE NOT A RECENT 
INVENTION OF THIS ADMINISTRATION. HABIB 
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